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so far that children are nominally given for protection
to somebody who is considered to have greater in-
fluence, or even to gods. This pseudo-adoption will
be described later (¥-3). The parents' outward ex-
pression of love of their children is thus carefully
concealed.
The attitude of the parents and elder relatives to-
wards children must be understood in relation to these
factors—the need for population control due to
economic pressure, the small number of children, the
high infant mortality, the belief in spirit sadism, the
desire for posterity and the connected religious and
ethical ideas. As a result of these factors, we can see
that the children who survive are highly valued, even
though there is an outward show of indifference.
The children in the village cling to their mothers all
"the day long. The cradle is little used if there are
arms available for nursing the babies. The period of
suckling lasts three or more years. The time of feeding
is not fixed. Whenever the child cries, the mother
will at once put her nipple into the child's mouth to
keep the child quiet. Moreover, women in the village
do not go to the farm, but work almost all the day in
the house. Contact between mother and child is thus
in ordinary circumstances almost uninterrupted.
The relation between the father and the child is
slightly different. The husband has no special duties
during his wife's pregnancy and child delivery. For
more than half the year, men are at work outside the
house* They go out in the early morning and come
back in the evening, the chance of contact between
them and the children is relatively less. During the
child's infancy, so far as the child is concerned, its father
is only an assistant of its mother and sometimes an

